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Left: Hydrogeological information overlaid on a color topographic map.
Right: Chemical analysis of natural water for water environment maps.

Water Environment Maps  K3RIRE

Surveys and studies of groundwater have a long and rich
history in Japan. Water Environment Maps combine past
knowledge with the results of the most recent surveys and
studies of groundwater.

Water Environment Maps include details of macroscopic
groundwater flow, water quality, and water temperature
distribution in basins and plains. GSJ has been publishing these
groundwater maps for nearly 50 years.

Protecting high quality groundwater

Water Environment Maps show the relationships between
aquifers and geological structures and groundwater flow
systems—in other words, where the groundwater comes from
and where it goes. These types of information can help us decide
what we need to focus on to protect the groundwater resource.

There is an ever-increasing need for a better understanding
of local groundwater flow systems, and Water Environment
Maps will play increasingly important roles in this regard.
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