EVEFEESSE (IGC)

19924F 8 H24 H
»H9H3HE K

WD Y & 1B
b (B

ThY, 37—~
(2555 P
L, BiRR O >
-
SUERRS W O v
P PN (T

22— Z DI
A H AL - —
ifEHE7 4 ) ey
TiTbii,




EXFETORIE

Mr. President, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies
and Gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure to say a few words of
th Inter-
r pleased to

welcome at the opening ceremony of the
national Geological Congre:
meet the repr

Tam ver;

ntatives of the International Union

of Geological Sciences, National Delegates and
geoscientists of the world.

The first session of this IGC was held in 1878. It
is very significant that the congress with its long

history and tradition of over a century will be held
at our old capital city of Kyoto. I wish to extend my
sincere welcome to all the participants and to pay
tribute to all those whose painstaking efforts made

this meeting possible.

From ancient times, by furthering the knowledge
of the earth and the universe, the earth sciences, not
only fulfilled the man’s dreams and aspirations, but
also in many ways contributed greatly to the de-
velopment of the society of mankind. Just to mention
only a few examples, they are the development of

energy and mineral resources, the prevention
against natural disasters and the conservation of the
environment of the earth.

Tod:
related to global environment.

/. there is a large variety of problems

We are facing a
tremendous challenge regarding our understanding
of the earth. Also, in the years to come, the inter-
action between mankind and the earth will have to
be carefully scrutinized. Thus, geosciences will
undoubtedly play increasingly important roles.
Great expectations will rest with you, who are
gathered here toda:

Therefore, it is most timely indeed that all of you
concerned with geosciences should be present here,
at this time, for an international exchange of ideas
and cooperation in this very important field.

I am confident that your deliberations during the
next ten days will be most fruitful and will benefit
all mankind on this planet. Thereby declare the 29th
International Geological Congress open.




