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The 2000 eruption of Usu Volcano -situation around the active crater areas-
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Photo 1

The Kompirayama craters, K-B (right) and K-A

(left), viewed from Toyako-Onsen (Toya Lake

# Spa) area. Small explosions frequently occurred

| at the K-B crater, causing infrasonic waves. The

large building at the lower right is the Volcano
Science Museum. (Sep. 26, 2000 by A. Tomiya)
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Photo 2
The K-B crater viewed from 250 m northeast, which was )
formed just beside the town of Toyako-Onsen area. Many
mud spatters were ejected by small phreatic explosions. (Sep.
26, 2000 by A. Tomiya)
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Photo 3

The Kompirayama crater (K-B), 100 m in diameter, commanding a view of
the Toyako-Onsen area. The picture was taken from the southern part of the
crater. The vent coughed out numerous rock blocks in every few several sec-
onds at this time. Similar numerous blocks were also seen just around the
observers. (Aug. 23, 2000 by 1. Miyagi)
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Photo 4

A phreatic eruption plume inside the Kompirayama
K-B crater (Close up view of Photo 3). Numerous
blocks and cemented mud pieces were ejected con-
tinuously. Infrasonic waves occurred from relatively
| large-scale explosions. Subrounded projectiles are
| seen at the lower left side. (Aug. 23, 2000 by S.
Takarada)
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Photo 5

Volcanic disasters at Toyako-Onsen area due to volcanic
ejecta and lahars, viewed from the northern slope of B
Kompirayama Volcano. Numerous impact craters were
formed on the woody house in the lower left and also on the
concrete-made apartment in the lower middle of the picture.
(Nov. 11, 2000 by S. Takarada)
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§ Photo 6

A bridge (previously part of the Route 230) carried away almost
170 m by a lahar in early April 2000. This bridge is also seen in the
upper middle of Photo 5. About 400 m northeast from the K-B cra-
ter. (Sep. 26, 2000 by A. Tomiya)
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Photo 7

- Severely damaged Route 230 due to numer-
ous graben-type normal faults near the up-
lifting center at the western foot of the Usu
Volcano. (Nov. 12, 2000 by S. Takarada)
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Photo 8

Beware ramp ahead! (was a forestry road between Nishiyama and
Kompirayama areas). The ramp is located at 550 m SSW from the K-B
crater. The person is Dr. Takarada in GS]J. (Aug. 23, 2000 by I. Miyagi)
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Photo 9

An inclined garbage incinerating plant, 550 m SSW from the K-B
crater. The person is Dr. Nishimura in Hokkaido Univ. (Aug. 23,
2000 by I. Miyagi)
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Photo 10

The N2 crater (one of the
Nishiyama craters formed on
31 Mar. 2000). A 1.7m-thick
March 31, 2000 eruption prod-
ucts were seen at the top of the
crater. Usu Sommma lava is
seen inside the crater. The per-
son (standing opposite side of
the crater) is Dr. Hoshizumi in
GSJ. (Aug. 23, 2000 by I.
Miyagi)
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Photo 11

Geothermal area was formed around the Nishiyama craters be-
cause of shallow magma intrusion, where steam and hotspring
were boiling. Near N-C craters. (Sep. 26, 2000 by A. Tomiya)
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& Photo 12

¢ Anew pond formed on the Route 230 at the north of Nishiyama
uplifting area. Prof. Hiromu Okada for scale. (Nov. 12, 2000 by
S. Takarada)






