552. 323 (521.23)

BA—SHRETRRSNCEBARKEHEOEKE

AEE® m R B
Basal Part of the Okunikko Rhyolites Newly Found in
the Mountains South of Nikko and Imaichi Cities,

Tochigi Prefecture, Northeast Japan
Kiyoo Kawapa and Hiroshi Isomr

Abstract

A distinct fault which runs from north to south divides the mountains south of Nikko and
Imaichi Cities into the two blocks. The eastern block is composed mainly of the Paleozoic strata,
while the western one consists of the rhyolite to rhyodacite pyroclastic flow deposits, named the
Okunikko Rhyolites. i

No exposure of the Rhyolites had been reported in the eastern block, but those basal part
was newly found in the upper parts of the mountains. The basal part, made up of conglomerate
and overlying rhyolite welded tuff, is exposed 600 to 1,100 meters high above sea level with
thickness of 300 meters. Presumably it rests unconformably on the Paleozoic strata, judging from
its occurrence and distribution.

During the Late Cretaceous, a violent volcanism occurred and an enormous amount of
pyroclastic flows widely covered the region in question, but the main part of the pyroclastic flow
deposits in the eastern block is considered to have been eroded away owing to the uplift of the

block.
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