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Geology of the Manganese-Ore Area in the Northern
End of the Kitakami Mountains

Morimasa Yosun and Takashi Yosaipa

Abstract

Many manganese ore deposits occur in the Triassic and Jurassic eugeosynclinal sediments
belonging to the Iwaizumi belt of the northern Kitakami Mountains. Manganese ore deposits

occur almost exclusively in several stratigraphical horizons of the Iwaizumi belt.

Principal manganese-bearing formation, the Seki Formation, shows facies change be-

tween the northeastern part and southwestern part of this area. It contains a large amount of

mafic lava flows and related pyroclastic rocks in the northeastern part of the area, and while

the content of volcanic rocks is small in the southwestern part.

The manganese ore deposits of the Seki Formation are divided into two types on the basis

of their principal ore minerals; braunite type and carbonate type. The former occurs in the

facies of the formation rich in mafic volcanic rocks, and the latter in the volcanic-poor facies.
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