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Notes on the Tectonic Development of Turkey

Konosuke SAWAMURA

Abstract

The geosynclinal deposits, Paleozoic and Mesozoic to Tertiary, cover the vast land of

Turkey. The Paleozoic geosyncline with symmetric structure develops between the Russian

platform and the Arabic platform, and its central volcanic area transforms to glaucophane-

schist facies terrane. The metamorphism seems to have occurred before or at the end of Paleo-

zoic. Mesozoic to Tertiary geosyncline conformably overlaps the Paleozoic one in the main

part of Turkey and has the broad area of ophiolite series with intense subsidence in its southern

half. In the East Pontids of northeast Turkey, the geologic structure is not in harmony with

that of the main part. In this area, submarine volcanic rocks of various types accumulated

from Mesozoic through Paleogene simultaneously with the intense subsidence in the Kavkaz.

The East Pontids strongly resembles the “Green Tuff region” of Japan in its geologic features.
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