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Natural Gas and Iodine Resources in the Kamogawa-Katsuyama Region,
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Chiba Prefecture
By
Koji MoToymma & Yoshijiro SHINADA
Abstract

The surveyed region is located on the southernmost part of the Boso peninsula, Chiba
Prefecture. The geology of the Kamogawa-Katsuyama region consists mainly of marine
Lower Pliocene and Miocene sediments. The inflammable natural gas and iodine resources in
these sediments were surveyed geochemically.

The natural gases contain 90-94 % of CH, and 6-10% of N,. The production rate of
natural gas from a shallow bore hole is very low, that is 4 m?/day in maximum value. The
potentiality of natural gas deposits shows positive correlation with Cl~ and NHZ, and negative
correlation with HCO3. The saline groundwaters have such chemical characteristics as Ca®* >
Mg?*, Na-Cl-HCO; type and Na-Ca-Cl-HCOj; type. The value of I7/Cl~ ratio is very low,

that is about 1/1,000.

Judging from above stated facts, in this region, we can only expect the existence of low

potential natural gas deposits, and can hardly expect the existence of iodine deposits.

Further investigations for the natural gas deposits of stractural type are expected by

the authors.
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