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On the Mercury-dispersion of the Environs of Gold-Silver
Veins, Okuchi Mine, Kagoshima Prefecture

by

Kiyoshi Takashima, Fumio Kishimoto & Komi Katd

Abstract

The Okuchi mine situated at 7 km northeast from Okuchi city, Kagoshima prefectufe.

Rocks in the environs of the district are composed of various volcanics of Tertiary formation.

Ore deposits are of gold-silver quartz veins in the altered two-pyroxene andesite mainly, and
partly exist between siliceous breccia tuff and altered two-pyroxene andesite, which are parallel each
other in nine veins.

K. Takashima and F. Kishimoto studied the geology and ore deposits, and they carried
out regular sampling in the funnels. The samples were analysed by a new method which K. Katd
discovered in a process of analytical study of mercury.

As a result of this study, it was shown that mercury of 8.5 p/g is contained in maximum
at places of 5~10m from the vein, and lower value as gradually far from the vein. But in the
distance of 120m or more from the vein, mercury is constant in content.

Using these facts, mercury dispersion halos are probable to use as a direction for geo-

chemical prospecting of the deposits of gold-silver quartz veins.
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