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Report on the Urausu Coﬂiei*y and its Kuvirons,
Urausu District, Kabato Coal Field,
Hokkaido

by

Kiyonosuke Haruki, Takafumi Nemoto & Akira Sagawa

Abstract

The area surveyed is located in the Urausu area of the Urausu district, the Kabato
coal field, Hokkaido. The main purpose of the survey was to make clear the Kabato forma-
tion in order to serve the purpose of presuming the invisible coal field under the Ishikari
plain.

The rocks of the area consist of the Kumaneshiri group of Pre-Tertiary age, the Kabato
formation of Paleogene Tertiary age, the Osokinal, Tobetsu and Atsukarushinai formations of
Neogene Tertiary age, and the Urausu formation and Alluvial deposits of Quaternary age.

As the Kabato formation in the arca borders on the Kumaneshiri group with the Urausu
fault on the west, the relation between them couldn’t be confirmed there, but it has been
observed in another area that the former overlies the latter with rcfnarkable clino-unconfor-
mity.

Though the relation between the Kabato and Osokinal formations couldn’t be also
ascertained in this area owing to the Osokinai fault, their relation is estimated to be a clino-
unconformity considering from their relation in the adjacent area.

The Kabato formation is composed mainly of sandstone, conglomerate and mudstone
intercalating with coal seams and is divided into three members of the congiomcratc} the
Lower coal measure and the Upper coal measure. The boundary between the latter two
members is settled at the bottom of a tuff bed which is the only one in the formation.

While the writers couldn’t fix the Kabato formation in age, Toshimasa Tanai studied
it soon after from the Paleobotanical and sedimentary petrological standpoeint and concluded
that it may be late Eocene or early Oligocene in age.

The Kabato formation in the arvea forms generally a monoclinic structure, but it is
separated into abundant blocks by many faults.  Among them the Urausu (reverse fault)
and Osokinai (normal fault) faults are predominant.

The sedimentary condition of the whole Kabato coal field basin was presumed from the
vesult of the survey that the Kabato formation shows the central facies to the west and the
marginal facies to the northeast.

The workable coal seams in the formation are the No. 4 (70cm in average thickness)
of the Lower coal measure and the No. 6 (80cm in average thickness) of the Upper coal
measure, The No. 6 seam is mined at the two collieries of Urausu and Kabato in small
scale.

The total theoretical coal reserves of them are about 2,100,000 tons and the actual

coal reserves are about 1, 050, 000 tons.
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