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On Geologic Structure and Coal Seams in Oitama
Lignite Field in Yamagata Prefecture

by
Shigemoto Tokunaga & Toshimasa Tanai

The Oitama lignite field is located in southwestern part of a marginal area in the
Yonezawa basin. ) ’

The field contains a sequence from Miocene to Pliocene sediments ’covering unconfor-
mably a basement of older rocks. The Tertiary system is divided into four formations in
ascending order ; — the Arao, the Shirakawa, the Oshika and the Toyokawa formations.

The eastern half of the field shows a comparatively simple structure, forming a very
gentle structure. On the contrary, the western half has many anticlines and synclines acco-
mpanying with numerous faults, and is generally complicated in structure. - The trends of
principal folding and faulting in the field coincide with the general structural trend of North-
eastern Japan.

Of the four formations the Toyokawa formation contains coal measures. Coal seams
are more than ten in number, thickness being from 10 to 60cm. Only two seaﬁls of No. 4
and No. 6 are Workable in several mines. The coal is of lignitic rank (F 2), and calorific
value (moisture-and ash~free basis) ranging from 5,800 to 6,700 cal.

Of fossil floras from the coal measure and pollen grains in the coal in the field shall
be described in the néxt paper by the writers.
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